Rethinking migration: COMPARATIVE
the Spanish model SUMMARY
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Most EU countries face demographic decline,
-+ with low fertility and ageing populations. Yet,
migration policies often prioritise restriction.
Only a few Member States view migration as a
demographic resource. The Pact on Migration
and Asylum lacks a demographic lens. A shift
towards regulated work migration would help
preserve Europe’'s social systems and workforce.

.+. Across the EU, fear of a “pull factor” blocks large-

.. scale regularisations, despite strong evidence to
the contrary. Many undocumented workers
contribute to key sectors but remain invisible.
Spain’s experience shows that regularisation
enhances inclusion, reduces informality and
boosts the economy. An European approach to
regularisation remains absent from the Pact.
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The EU's Pact on Migration and Asylum
- . reinforces border control, returns, and
externalisation, particularly to North and West
Africa. Reception systems are overstretched, and
solidarity mechanisms remain weak. The focus
on deterrence has increased the dangers of
migration routes. Spain’s burden as a frontline
state shows the cost of an unbalanced shared
responsibility.
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Inclusion through work and local policies

Unemployment rate in Spain from 1st quarter 2005 to 2

In most EU countries, integration policies
S % remain centralised and focus on language,
values and legal status. Few link integration to
labour or mobilise economic actors. Labour
market access remains uneven, with legal,
administrative and social barriers. Greater
involvement of local authorities and employers
would improve inclusion outcomes across
Europe.
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Open society, divided politics
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Taux d'opinions positives sur limmigration

Migration debates in Europe are increasingly
polarised, driven by far-right narratives. The Pact
reflects compromise, not consensus. Public
opinion is more mixed: concerns about identity
and security coexist with support for legal
migration and humanitarian protection. Media
framing and political rhetoric heavily shape
perceptions across the EU.
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